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THE OPERATIONS OF 'THE 423D DNFMNTRY (l06TE INTANTRY
DIVISION) IN THE VICINITY OF SCHONBERG ILURINC THE
BATTLE OF THE ARDENYES, 16-19 DECEMBZR 1944
( ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPAIGN)

(Poracnsl Exparisnes of & Battalion Operetions Officsr)

ORITITATION
THTEOLUCTION

By October 1944 the Al1jed forces in Western Surops bad zwept
across TRANCE and were genmerally poised Llong tho weatern frontier.of
Germany. (See Map 2) Ths rapldity of &he edvmnce ecroze FRANCE and
the resulting extended front, prostad to the limits of logisticel
suppc;rt, had culcldy reduced ire impetus of edvsnce. As the pro‘biem
of sdpply bacemy more soute, lerps scals advances becams 1m§ossibla'
and tae front tomporar{ly rtedbilized. (1)

Checkad aa they wera &t the fixed defenses along the German
frontier, the mounting of £ full scels ensault veceme rscosusery and
towsrd this end momentous efforts were directed. However, Allied
commenders, determined to meintsin the initistive and to cm,tim;e the
drive into Cormemy a2t the earliest oppertunity, lounched s series of
limited ettaoks prediminery $o onerstions whick were to msen the final
destruction cf all-Oemran forces west of the FHINE RIVER, 7While main-
taining a relentless pressyre on the encuy, suprly difficulties hnd‘ fo.
be solved, regrouping had to 'b'a acécznplis%e& end units had to he
refitted. (2) |

In mid October, 1t was decided by the Supreme Commapdsr that be-
51uﬁing garly in Novembar tho Firast US Army 7= 19 advence on ZOLOMNE
from the viecinity of AACHEN while the Third US irmy siruck at the

vital SAAR PASING  (3) Teo continua & susteinzd offsnsive, maenmhils

(1) A-1, p. 68
(2) A-2, p. 323
(3) 211, p. 269




holding a front of more than 500 miles, it was pescessary to concentrete
available forées, reduocing to a mi_ninmu those foroes hoiding relatively
static positions. The largest of these sectors was the portion of the
First U3 Army line stretching through the ARDENNES region from MONSCHAU
to TRIER, a diaténce,or some 75 miles held by VIII Corps. (4)

THE GENERAL SITUATI ON

On 6 December 1944, the First US Ammy issued orderz for the con~
tinuation of itc offensive to seize the ROER RIVER dems, the possession
of which was essential before the ettack could profitadbly continue
toward COLOGNE. (See Map &) VIII Corpe, on the amy south flank, was
"to continue on its previcus minrsion of conducting aggreassive defenss
within ths Corps zone &nd be prepared to cdvence to COBLENZ on amy order
when the main attack had progressed sufficliently to lescen reaisténce on
its Corps front". The mewly errived 106tn Infentry Division was to
rellieve the 24 Infantry Divis.{on on the VIII Corps front thus reles ging
it to V Corps, to the north, to assist in ths army attack. (5)

From north to south, the VIII Corps front on 12 December was held
by the 106th Infantry Division, 28th Infentry I:Jivision, qth Amor‘ebd
Division less Gombat Commend B end Combat Commerd B md the 4th Infentry
Division. * Corps reserve was composed of Combat Commsnd R, 'ch Arxmored |
Divi:sion, and four enginser combat battslions. (See Map B) (6)

The ARDENNES reglon through which the VIII Corps front extendsd
wes characterized by rugged, difficult terrain. High i)lr.'fteeus inter~
sected by meny desply cut valleys =nd covered by numert;m. heavily

wooded freas increassed the difficulties of large scale teetical movements

(4] A~2, p. 238
(6)’ A"é' p. 6




while a restricted roed net mede both supply forAderenders'and 8xas

of aldvangse for attackers s major p_roblan. Two vltval road junetions
controllad the road nets necessary for lerge scals oﬁer&tions in the
arss: ST VITH in the northem portion of the Corps aesior,.BASTOCNE

to the south. Snow, slest 2ad roin bed added to the probleis of main-
taining the nerrov roeds end made eross country movemsnt through the erea
all but impossivls. (7)

Suppliéa of all clessas Were gassrally adequate by mid Decembsr with
soeveral notable ex,capticne. Ainter combet clotﬁing was short or ho;l-axia-
tent and badly nea’dod. Anmrmunition wns closely controlled, particularly
81-mm mortsr, 105-mn howitzar, 155~mm, end 3" sati-tsnk emmunition,

These tynas wera restricted in Aistribution ané limited in use, (8)

Tasinz YIITI Corps were four Garman Tolkszreasdisr dlviciona: the
18th Infantry nDivisien on the Corps north, then the 26th, the 3524 and
thas 212th on the suuth., In genaral, these units had been rezrouped or
rofcermod Guring October and £11led with personnsl from neval and airforee
units as: well =2z w»ith older men sud thoso with minor physical defects.

Holding thue Siezfried Tipe, exzent for thet section #ick follows the.

ridae of the SCNET TITEY, these divisions were in strong, well-constructed.

pernznent defensive pogitions. Proteoted fram the harsh winter weather l
by p»illboxcsn, the troops were in good physicel condition; mmd while not
of the highest, their morale wes good. (9)

THE _SITUATICN OF THF 1067 IMFAITRY DIVISION (See Yep C)

In sccoxndence with the plan of First US Amy, the 106th Division
wes zesigned to VIII Corps; and by Corps order, the 106th Division, with

attachments, was dirscted to relisve the 24 Division in place and to

(7) Personal Enowledge
(#8) >ersonal Knowledge
(9) A-4, p. 3




assune fmsponsibility for the defenlne of the sector. Attached to the
division :‘are the 1l4th Cavalry Croup of two squadx;ons and ¢ne ertillery
bettalion, the 820th Tenk Destroyer Bettelion (3", towed) amd tho 634th.
).'ntiaircrart Artillery (AT) Battalion. Tho ettachmants were similar

te those of ﬁa 24 Diviasion with the exception of the temk bettalion
attached to the letter. (20)

The 106th Division arrived at ST. VITH on 10 Decenber after a two
day motor march of 270 miles; relief of the 21 Division begen at once,
one regiment vl comhat teem nt é time, and wes completed by 12 December,
The 106th Division essumed raesponsibility for the sector at 111900
December. {11) |

After relie#-lng the 24 Division man for men and gun for gun in
complience with Corns orders, the division was di sposed with the lith
Cavalry CGroup on the n.orth {left) and three regimonts abreast; 4224
Infmtry, 423 Infantry and 424th Infentry on tie south. The 84 Battellem,
4234 Infentry wes in dtvision reserve. (12)

The division sector extend..ed from the vicinity of LOSHEIM across
the IOSHEIM CAP to the ridge of the SCENEE EIFEL, thence southward
- astride the Siegfried ILine to the aﬁuthem nose of the ridge.. Here the
| line was achelonsd some 2000 yards to the west of the Siegfried Lire
whore it continued south folloring the hlph ground Just east of the OUR
- RIVER to the vieinity of GROSSKAMPENHIRG, e ground distance of som 27
miles. {(18) ’

.m‘cm the east two me Jar routes snter the 2oue, doth converging on
ST. VIT, the éivision cormend post; one from north of the SCHNEE EIFEL

down the OUR RIVER VALIEY, the other from couth of the SCENER EIFEL.

{10) 1-7, p. 2
(11) A""' pa 2
(12) 4-6, Pert I
{13) A~6, Part I



SITCATION OF THE 423D INFANTRY RECIMENT (See Mep D)

e Y S PEE S e e e e an Y

By 111600 Daéaznbar, the 423d Infantry less one ba'tr.halion hed com=~
ploted the relief of the 23th Infantry, 24 Division and asaumed rasponaii :
bility for tho defense of its sector. Troop B, 18th Cavelry Reconnaissanoce
Squadroﬁ and Company 3, 23lst Medicel Battelion were attached to the regl-
xent. Compeny C less one pletoam, 820th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company
B, 8lst EZnginser Combat Battelion end the 530th Field Artillsry Battelion
were in direct suppert. {14) |

Holdlng the vouthera half of the CCHNSE EIFEL within the divieics
1lines, t_he Od Bettulion on the rozimental loft and the lst ﬁatcalion,
bent arund $he southern nose of tho ridgs, were in relatively strong
pogitionsg. Alehough hoth sides of thc ridzse in the lst Dattalion area
wore undir ensmy observation, concealums wus 8004, pillbuasa were
sufficieatly mumazrous to 2llow their uso as comum:nd posts dovn to md
including platoons, et obzarvutica end flelds of fire were relatiwly
good. (16)

From o 1:t Battelion right to ths vicinily of BLEIALP the line

was refussd save 1500 yards to the rear end west leaving & disgonal gap

of diout 2030 yerds. Tho fofensive positions then continued southwerd - L .

tlong tho high ground just west of the narrow ALF RIVIR for another 2500

yards, satitsax Ccmpany with cne platoon of Cannon Commny sd one rifle

platoon from the 33 Pattalion held the line from BLEIALF imclusive to the

rallway tunnel excluslvse, €11 slemente daferding es riflegern. Troop B,
18t Cavalry Squadron, exteadsé the fromtto the regimsmatal right boundary.
Thews troops wmare orgnonized into a provisionul battalion under carmsand

of thz antitaenk company commander. Company G, 820th Temk Destroysr

Battalion was in the area of the provisional battalion., (16) Elemanis

(14) A-5, Part 1
(15} Personel Enozlslge
(16) A-6, Pert I




o? Service Coxpany and Reglaentzl Headguarters Company asre in regimental
reserva, {17) To garrison the six mile front of the regizental sactor,
depth in defensive positions had been sacrificed.

On the left contzct 2as maintnined with the 4222 Infantry by patfols
and on the rizht with the 106th Reconnsissance Troop, atbtsched to the
424th Infentry and occupying GCROSSLANGENTILD, by patrols.

¥ire lines existed to ell units down to compenies and lateral lines
hed baen laid betweeﬁ regiman*;s. " Thile twe ehsnn'els existed botween the
division &3 rogimental ccmmand posts, both were in e sinzle c¢ebls; nom e
wners slternzate wire lines lai? wetween other units, '?elety;ewriter comu-
nication was likewise availsdlo to division. Radio silence was maintained |
arong all units., 3azdios h—.‘zd.been izsued to 811 elaments {n Englaemd hut |
since radio silsncs had been imposed continuously- no ophortunity bfor proper
c’t-;libration or testing hsd baen svililable exscept mich a3 ¢ould be one
without a2ctusl radio operation. (18)

Claaé T and III suppliegz ware norael and sdequete while only & major
ghortege of winter combst clothing, previously mentioned, wzs present
emeng Cless II and IV items. The available rete of spply of ambunition
" per eeaﬁcn pei' duy was: 8lmm, 8 rawnds; 105zm (for the howitzers of
Cf.nnon Cempeny), 5 rounde; 105mm (for srtillsry howitzers), 42 rounés;.

5 4nch, 15 rounds. Fith the ezception of &;tillery emmaunition, only
helf of ttis deily availeble supply wes suthorized for use; tha other
hélf remelined under regimental control ioadefl on unit vehicles kept near
the regimentel emmunition eupply point, Other types of smunition were
unrastricted in use. Tke rapld move of the regizent soroze FRANCE end

into the 1ines had resulted in unite ert aripg the lines with lecs them -

basic losds of or no mortar or srtillsry smmmition. The 24 Diviaivon had

(17) 2-9, p. 2
(18) Personal EKnowlsdge




gensrously tuwrned part of their surplus stocks over to the 106ih
Pivislon on position when relisvel; cnd every effort wes made at once
to 7411 all tasle loads of ammunition. Surplus stocks Wwere not author-

1ze4. (19) A raqiest for entitenk mines med2 on 14 Decanber brought

SR P

the curi mply from the army emmuniticn sup;;ly polint fhet 48 howrs
advance notice was raquired. {(29)

During the pariod 11-15 December the weathar was cold and demp
with temperziures generally ronzing betwaen 30° end 40°%. Snow, sleat
or rain fell intermiittently meintaining from € to 12 inches of snow
oveﬁ the &rea end msking ronds to the rear oll but impesssdble, Added
to these difficulties were £lmost daily heavy fogs which remainad in the
valleys until lnte iin the morninz. (21)

on the dey it hnd ontersd the linos the rezizent weo at pesrly full
airength, Its trailning over e year ond 2 hulf period hed bacn rigarous
end‘ thorough. However in the six months prior to debarkﬁtion Tor overssas,
the iregimént had lost more than fifty percent of its riflemsn ss ovarsaas
replacemants; its lcst shipment was mede afbsr the regiment itesl? had
been elertad for overseas shipment. Their waczincies had been__filla? with
‘mon from niseslloncous unite, good soldiors but not tz‘éined riflemén. In
8plte of the extremo discomfort of ‘he cold, damp weather and inadeyuate
winter clothing aund the ohvimuily extended nnd exposoed vosition, x'norale;
was high. This wes & quiet fector where men could learn repidly but
snfely. (22) |

OPERATIONR OF THE 4230 DIFANTRY, 11-15 IECEMEER

\

The ralief of the 32th Infentry on 11 Decsmher,' although made during
daylight, was covered by a fog zrd was completed without mishap or con-

fusion, Tvery edvantage was {rimediately teken of the cpportunities

(19) A-6, Psrt IIX

(20} Porsonsl Knowledge

(21} Personal Knowledge * ' R
(22) Personal EKnowledge ' '




presanted to geln meximun experience, ‘Patmlling w83 ective, albeit
initialiy overly cautious, #iih meximum puzbers of afficers mné men
zarticipzting.- .azm}.l unit lenders and staffs rapldly 'set;uled isito

thair 'jaba end routine operations ran smoothly. Teteailad countersttack
pluzs ware prepared; miner fNirs f*i.-‘fr.:x oceurred, and haoresecing fires vere
frejuently laid Qown on the enemy lines. Ju ehort, the routine actiﬁties

0® a wnit in dePante in eomtaey vt on on onei on the defensiva continued.

positions which they hal hesn mrdered & oteupy, s deferce buued in part
on tark support, axtre comaunisationg eqiipuent snd ndditionsl crew-served
ueanous , anae aff whick Che 1064 Myiston hed. {24} RBvery effcrt ves

mrda Ao obhboin authariysy to meke JaclTod oQluntnts el

although on W Teaartor divisicn Cdyected "thit o lirt of =&ditionnl

urlng this pericd, enemy patrols were activa; 3ach night one or
more iufiltrated throuwsh thy resimentol lins, Tmmpezands leaflets xveré
round tecka? Yo fress iz the ceny sraes. -?rts:\: eI, ht‘:’i?-ﬁ‘..’\?’%?, fnjicnted

no new encriy uaitr tnd Risher hendgusrters ssewved general ly to view . T
petivities ne thosze numsl in any nuist mactor. Thesled end trasiel
vohicle povenast s warta Taportol by patrols on t'z;e nighta of 14 and 13
Decaidsr; the comuent recoived fron 2orps concerning these reports waa
that thie aunds hentl wers \m'ir-u‘ohe.’; 1y Tror swny lovdunsaker syatems.

(28)

THY GERAM SOMITEROFFENATVE PLAY

Evan a8 the Allias vera striving to overcome the tramendous logiatis~

cel pradlens facing than during October and Novambar, the German Army,

».

{(R3) A-9, pv. 2, Personul Xnowledge
f24) Terasnel ¥Ynosladrs

. {88) A-6, 14 Decembar

{26) Parponal Enowledge




tekiong nlventego of the tamporury slov~Cown of the illjed sdvunce, puds
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drizal frem the continent. o seceoomplish this, iha pajer Port ol LNWIKEERY
wer selected s the woln cbjcc* ve. (foz Maz E) (2v) ;

Tha zeperel plsz woec o tresk thiough ths week Awvericsn jurees in
the (ELEMNTI with the Sixth 08 Fanzer ixoy osking the nain afford sud
striking towaed the IOULLD IQVIR between LIECE end IIUY, thex ériving on

TR - -

to LOTRND. The FLPYL Dorzer ey on tho left aun to whesl nor ikwerd

A
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For tais oflsncive, 24 divisions with upu"'tiu lc:;r atu, inelwding

those on Lhe YYTI Coups' frens, wery 42 Lo ubed "i’:-z.iniug, re-etuiplisg,
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(31)

'Radio nats were Oponsd.

through tha half‘ .'ught.

Thﬁ atu‘bbom resiatanee‘ or ‘bh, ) aoznedhat

P sh

_'; di mrganimd 1 mma or An’bitank cdmpany, eupportad by preolmned ertu-

) le*'y 'barrages sn ,._-:the ﬂra or Oennon Oozr;yany.' ‘hrolm up repentad anamy

v 1nfantry attecks tcv&‘c‘. ana within the tcm. : {83) L TR |
| .,multeneously, anotba;. enény gmug ma maved up the ranroad on

the rapimental rmht and cuicﬂy px.sbed beheen Antitmk Oompeny and

_Troap B outttng orr and destroyine the ritzht platocrn of Antitank COmpany
(54)

| a.nd breekinp contaeﬁ “betwaen the tvo units.




Ba'st‘;tl.ion‘ es e Tifle ccmpan'y. The conpeny wes mmdiétely ordarad to
eﬁtme}: axdemove’ fron SCHONRZRG %0 BLEIALY. Ouly 70 men were a.vaxlablo.
Bpon é_’mival, thae company luunched an indapondent ottack sgainst the
'wast.'shoulderv of the penetretion witk limiied success befui-e it wan
stosged.  (75) |

Tith this additionul forca ot his disposal,'the yrovisionel battalion
commsnler wus diregotsd % 50 clo ar BLEIALY nna to regein contact on tho right
'flhhk. By noon with the Faccer oa hfmd plus ofPigers and men fron Ragi-f-

mentul Heedquuy ars Compuny whor thz regimen tal com:u.ﬁn had subseguently

-

moyeld ta BLAI 8LF, s counterattacik was leunched with the Tire sugport of
Company. 8, 830th T2 Drttulion 2l the 330%h 74 Retiellon which develnped
into a Sitter %'.-.;n;sed-:f)-h'.\use stivgyle. e enggy g e;radu&lly. c;mrcd
from tha villuge and by 1500 a: drivem sub, Over seventy ,ri 0R2rd ware
telmn, 1,enu1f:/i* £ -the enemy ussault unit as _tl';e 2824 3’.»=3:‘Lr.z‘~31t, lr’:'*s"-l

Volksgronudier Division., ({27)

The reglmon t.t?al c:o::mendar hed plaged ¥

..
(S
Ge
o
b
[v]
[
=
cp
.J
-3
[}

offiszar in ommend
of‘ toe grovisionsl haiy .11;\ abaub 13GC; 1% %22 b who reorganizad tha

origltal dsfousas with (s rensining elemants of int tmk end Cusnen

Compsunlos ,h'zﬁdin-s; TPLETAIF and Soanany B, &lsi Engineere‘ extenains the line

towsrd the railrosd ou the right. ZService Compiouy was held in mobilg
Teserve uorih of BLEIALY. The snemy dug in 590-500 yords o the front.
(38) |

Attempte Yo resiin puyslesl contaet with Tocop B on the right flemk
and through it w1tk 424th Tafandry wara umau.ccessfui. Attocksd Quring

~the first Sormea rusk, Troop B ked remcined unlor oonant pressure. By

T35) -5, Part T
(37) A-8, Part XY
(38) A-6, Part IX
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néon;"'rmd-mg his unit runsing ﬁ'éhgqfousls' los on exzwunitlon and aitacked ',
: trmz th’e. vieinity of c‘—mrsm:crmmn whé“e the lOGth Raocnmia"mca
Troop hau been, thu iroop c:x.:..wnc.ar finally weo a’alu o gontact ‘:‘*c
ree,imental coamnd pcot trJ radio and "oc.umtad (u‘hori‘bn to withdrow,
Enowing the ait}:atmn on tho right, tbe rugimontal coprnior grantad
thia requeva'u‘. Troop 2 withdres to i‘fDﬁ%:I’BO‘EIEID and orgrmized a prinster
defenss. (2% | |
‘i‘hrdughout e day ";.hey 35t end 3 Battalio:xs hal besn subjeowd to

époiadic artilla;‘} '_cmd rarger Tire; minor ensmy ctiacks, ‘apparently
petrols in_fofce, had hit 4he lot 'Béttnlién repseledly, During ‘.he;
artez*noon Ltag touks seperately nosed toward the lst_ Battalion Tros the -
vicinity of BRANDSCAZID, but withdrew when fired upon at close 'renge.'» (40)
" The 5%0th if“iold artillery hed rendered uafsilirg support, pertieular-
ly in the BLEILLF srea, dospite haavy Gorzan counterbsttc.ry fire and
résul tin&, losbes inclu.lms, one battery commander and sevaral howitzara,

(41)

Still under division control, the 2d Bettulion hed besn mgwa during

" 4k afternom to ‘nha vicinity of SCHOMDELG, there tc block tha rocis

running %0 the ndr‘cheast end ascuth spd o held thi:; vital roed cr:.}:atei'.
(42) By 172C defensos had been\ organizad. Thres hours later v:éerg
frow division were receive'ﬁ. Ly the 24 Duiltelicn to move to the ziorthar;sf
té Telieve the laft flapk of the 4224 Infentry aﬁd to pxjo.t.e-c‘; the dig—
pleseasat of the 555th Field Avtillery Battelion. 'rfoﬁxg by motor uader

blackout conditions. through sleet ard med via the circuitous route from

(38) A-6, Part II
(40) rersonsi Znowledge
{41) a-s, p. 5L |
{48) 4-6, 16 December
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SCHONBFRG asuth to RADSCHEID eni $hen morth, ths 24 Botielicn resched
the arei of the D8Sth Field artlilery Battelioa about 170100, {43)

At the end of the first dey tho 473 Infentry hi2 zelatainad ite

original poeitione despits- hanvy enemy s*taclrc md muunersus cormunt cetiqna-

tﬂiluras. ¥ire 1ines hed been interrupted by enerr ariillory gor_cantra-
tiéns and raéi_oa bed been unsatisfastory at test. leek of previous cali-
,'_bre;ltion end edjuctment, unfavorshle torrsin end weathar ond sncmy Jerradng,
‘h‘ad wade radfo contaot fleeting or non-existent st el} oéhélons. (;4)

Boze eightesn ..hou:fé aftor ths Germm Arwy hed Ilmmekaed 132 ettack 1%
hed feiled to re;ch 1ts objeotive for that dn;}--s'r. viTe, (48} mvis{ég
wat mfomed by the ragimentsl corrander, "(I) »111 hol2 crésent nosition
until ordeved diffevently.” (46)

| 7HE EIPALTVNCION | (See Mep G)

Artillery fire bogzan to 811 on RIRIATF agein teginnine nt 170300,
ths provieionsl bsttalion r&:ortad rrmor fellowed hy 4nferctry sppmeching
ite "p-')r‘;‘ltidns; Cbmmio a"cion with the 590th Field artillery =es opein
dieruptaed a= was_‘o-osﬁ;n'niimtion =i th the‘ 4224 Infentry to thrz north. {47)

‘Rofore dew'nfthe eneny s¥ruck dn foree rll slony the trent of the
provisionn) batta'n_x;n overrummine dsfennive nress snd gmatfsting haf.reen
Anti{tank Compeny 'and Company B, 8lst Pncinasers., By osw tneny foraes.“had
¢aken BILEIALY emd e leras fo rea rapidly moved nq*t‘z toverd SC'HWE"VG.
mtbin two houra it had Joimd another enemy infeniry-tenk cclm'.m which
had driven south to faisa0n 215 12 e aftor B break*hrouvh in the 14th Cnvelry

Group sector £o the north. The 4?,..6 end 4224 Infenirier =ers surToundsd.

(43) Statement by Captein Oliver B, Pattan, then Platoon lLeader, Company
F, B4 January 1950

(44) A-6, Pars I, Paraonal Knowledgs

(46) A-6, 16 December N

(47) A-’-B, 17 December

(48) A-6, Part I
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Forced hack in disorder tut ngmmg avery atep of the wey with

ths fire Buppurt“;f one g’ atoon of fennen .'ompan?, the n*ovmianpl
bubtulion witharew to the high grnund *uet went ot H'U'{E‘P.‘ Pepimental

-heaa;m!*rf:er.-.. m‘¢ gsfense platoon persom'-el Joirad the ftight az=zinat
saettered omsmy groups 2c i rezimentsl command pont fought 45 Aissngage
itself end displess, This wos necomplished and.the eommand post and
f'aarizﬁentsl- collegﬁ.ng atat 16n moved to the vieinity of the 34 Pattslion
‘ocrrend post,  (49) | |

Troon B, 18th Cavalry sf;usdz;an tnd Comnany B, €13t ¥ngineer Batialion o
ware now daﬂ#itely 1solated haﬁn'g vhyrienl enntact neither with ench
other nor to a'it}'ﬁnr Plsnk. Troon B, apgain in ratto contset with rer.rimant,
wss ordered to 81l back to MUTZIMINH and to 191'52' join tbe reﬂnmt it
:rqmed to withdraw ngain. {89} There, rith retmsmts. of the 106th Recon-
neirsgence Troop from the A2Ath Infmtyy's laﬁ flenk, Troon B veﬁntﬁed
until 1% wes rorl{red thet tﬁe reriment could not he fsined, - lLats in
the nfternoon the rorimontel commander enthorized Proop B to withdraw _
town:d '-"‘I‘ vITH 17 unable to reach the rezimant, ?lit!tdt"nwing vic SCHINBERG,
the 1ler@ing plgtéon brake into a ¢olurm of Aneriom F’r fon tmci:s moving -
toward ST, VITH bﬁ'!;y 30 £1nd Shat ﬁr'sy were 1oeded with nrmed (‘»fz_ﬁnnns,.
Recing down the lafi sife of the roed toward tha hend of e aolvmn, '
tiring at pnﬁt biank range, this vletoon wes finally dastro?ahd'hy enamy
ftan_ks-.‘ Regiment last_ hnard from 'rz?oop B as tha rmaintng alemants prevared
0 1n‘!“i.1tmte thrﬁugh +a 87, VI™I, (51‘) Oontqct wnn not %o bo mgainad
with Tonpany B, Slst Eaminssrs. Ona nlatoon hnd barn nverrun snd last 4n
‘Z'r;.e first German .__é'tt'ac): hut the nompany continued o pgiﬁ 4tz nozttion.

_Anathar enemy £aheult in late aftormcon overran a nsacmd pletoon s

(e8) Pa__rno;e.l Fnowioedge
(50) a-8, 17 December
(51) A-B. P ',93




rminh\g dmnts vithdru on}.y to be captured somo two days latu' raa‘b

of SCHONBERG. (52)

With the regimental right flank driven dack towerd BUCHET and & known
gep of soms 8000 yards open to the south, the regimsntsl commsnder began
organizing a perimeter defense. Compeny C was gioved to extend the 1st
Battalion right to the high grownd just west of DUCHET. The provisional
battalion was disbanded end the remnsnts pulled from the line. The gap
left between 15t end 32 Battalions by Company C's move was filled by ths
Amunition and Pioneer Platoon, cooks helpers, truck drivers and battalion
heédquértera personng)l of the lst Battalion orgamnized into a provisiocnal
compeny. (B3) ' _ |

Meanwhile the 24 Battalion in the 4224 Infantry reaz; eree to the
north had been heavily engaged since dawn protecting the displacement of
the BBOth Field ATtillsry Battelion from the Germen drive toward SOHONBERG
from tha north. By 0700 its yedioc in the division commend net hed been
hit. The battalion had \destroyad seven enemy tenks but continuing enemy
tank-infoantry attacks were forcing the battalion back. Supported by the
590th Field Artillery Battaliénr thav 24 Battelion begen & dsylight with- |
drawal, (.’M)~

During the morning the B380th Field Artillery Battalion had recelved
orders from the Division Artillery .émnpnder %o displaoe to the vieinity
‘of SOHONBERC. Upon learning thet SCHONBERG was £i1led with Germen emor,
the batt_t;lion coziinéﬁder , contacting the 24 Battalion cgmndafuvhoae \with-
draval he was supporting, decided to fall back into the SGHNEE EIFEL
positions of the 4234 Infantry with the 24 Battelion. (855)

(53) A"'g‘ po 2 .
(83) rersonal Knowledge
(54) A"B P. 84
{68) A-8, p. 89
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By 1100 thg 2d Battalion and the 590th Field Artillery Bsttalion,
with three ﬁowitéprs entered the aree of the 4234 Infentry. (58) The
rogimentgl .comnan der pleced the ad'Bat_?_;élion in pon;tion et once extend-
ing the perimeter defenso some 1500 yards mrther‘t;mrd the northeast
from the vieinity of BUCHET. The 590th moved into positions within the
perimeter geneu'ally west of the 34 Battalion aomménd poet., Cannoneers:
who could be spared wers put into the perimeter defense aa ritlemen.
Infoming the division of the errivel of thesc units, the regimemtal
commander alm stated, "Will hold perimeter. Drop emmunition, food and |
medical supplie‘s untu‘route open."” (&7)

Shortly before 1500 a message from division was received, five hours
after it hed been sent: "Expect to clear out erea weat of you this after-
noon with reinforcements. Withdraw from pressant position if they become
untenable. 'Save_ ell tramsportetion poeaipla." Ali in the cm post
felt that Combat Commend R, 9th Armored Division was auro‘.;!.y on the way.

(88) ’

Enemy pressure slackened during the lste sfterncon and by nightfall
the situation of the regiment was not too bad, True, the regiment was -
cut off, but e perimetér"’defense had been organized end the regiment had
its three bettalions sgnin., Artills ry support wus arailébl_e alt hough

the 590th had only slightly more then 100 rounds. Patrols were still in
contact with the 4324 Infentry to thé north, s8till in position although
its north flaﬁk' was bent back to the east. Casuslties within the regiment
numbered about £50, 150 of which had heen in thebﬂ'unita that hed msde up
the provisional bettalion. Troop B, 18th cgvalry Squedron, Company B,

8lst Engineer Battaliém end the guns of Oompaxiy C, 820th Tank Deatroyer

{66) Statemnt by uajor Cosby, then lat Battalion Executive Orfioer.
£27 Januery 1980 .

(87) A-6, 17 December

(68) A-s, Pert I, Personal) Knowledge
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Battalibn had bean lost. Mortar smmmunition was running low, but amall
arma smmunition was on hand. About two thirds of a K retion remained.
(59) Word hed been received that the requested air drop would be.accm-
plished within tﬁé perimeter the next momming end Combat Commend R, 9t |
Armored Division was thought to be nearing the position. The 4234
Infantry would hold,

THE THIRD DAY -

About 172330 the regimentzl commender hed held a meeting with his
battélion comant};rs during which the situvation snd ccmduot of the de-
Tense hed ’oeen‘ discussed including plans for the prodeble arrival of the
9th Armored Division. Plans were aelso made to réceive the sup;ilios to
be dropped next morning. During thiz meating e radio messagze initially
sent mome seven );burs earlier was received ordering the 4232 snd 4224
Infantri{es to withdraw to the line of the QUR RIVER evacuating all ve~
hicles enl equipment posaible. Relaying the messege to the 422 Infentry,
. not then in radio communic etion with division, the %two regimantel comman~
ders sgresd that this message was now obsclste rnd that they would remain
in position ainée subsequent to its Qrigination both had reportad }thoir
situstions and instructions had been received concerning the air drop to
be made within tlo parimster defense. However, some initiel planning in
evant of a possible future withdrewsl, probebly ﬂa SCHONBERG, was .cam-
pleted although such a withdrawal wes now considered unlikely in view of
the rsinfofcameni:s md resupply expected shortly. (60)

Orders were rec.eived by redio about léWSO,’-dated 180215 from
division, shich stated: "Panzer Rpgimenta;nocmﬁat Tezm on SGHOﬂﬁERG-ST.
VITH road---Mission to destr.oy .by fire from dug in positions mouth of '
SCHONBERG-ST. VITH road, Ammnition, food end water will be dropped.

When mlasi.on acccmpliahed move to area 5T, VITH." (61) The tvo .

(59) Btatement of llajor Cosby, 27 J'anuary 1950
(60) A-9, p. 3, Personal Knowledge

(61) A-6, 18 December |
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regimental commanders >agreed' to move out together toward SCHONBERG with
regimenfs sbreast, the 423&_2011 the left m§ving along the a_xﬁ I!ALEEMLD-—_-
OMLASCHEID--SOﬁONBmc. {Sea Map H) Aftor a map reconnsissence the
regis.man,tal‘éomazider formulated his plen and et:'apout 0800 1esued tha
regiment;al order;f‘vl;dmhié ‘o:_sttalion commenders and stéfr, The ;‘ogimant
was to move out at 1000 in colimm of bettalions: 24, 3, regiment al,

separate companiaes, 1st via HALFNFRLD--OBEHLASCHEIDw-RADSCHEID=-ENGINEER

1st Battalion was to furnls

<y

the rear guard. Bo'fh the lat énd 3
Battaliona were to lsave eovering forces in .their battalion sedtorys.

The 590th Field irtinery Battalion was to move_by bounds within the
column. All kitchens,‘ baggége and supplies which could not be carrisd
vera to be Aostroyed angd r_abandoner}; and those commsnd and communication
vehicles and wsaﬁcns carriefs on position were to Bocompany the eolieun,
Non-—transportablé casualtios wers to be left at the regimental collecting
station éith gome madical persénnel. (62)

The 2d Battalion crossed the initisl point at 181000. Elaments of
the 4224 Infentry ccu'ld ba seen t0 the north about 1200 moviug west as
plenned. As the 24 Battalion moved on through RADSCHEID and approachsd

the BLEIALP~HADSCHEID roed, known as Skylins Drive, about 1200, it on-

| countared heavy 1:'11’13, mortar and artillery fire from the.le.ﬁ; front. Its
leading coz'ﬁpany w‘as- agéreasiveiy'angeged and attompted to push the enemy
towerd the mouth to clear the route of mareh. Heavy mortar fire pinned
this campeny domn end the next company r.'a:{»co:mittad on its right.
Supported by the battalion hesvy wesapons companj’»snd th‘e firs from ons
howitzer of the 590th still in position, the battal:'lon» pushed ﬁ;e_ommy

nome 80O yards to the southwest where it was stopped. (63) The almost

‘{68) Tersonal Enowlsdge
(63) sStatement by Captsin Oliver B. Patton, then Platoon Leeder,
- Company ¥, £4 January 1950; Personel Enowlsdge
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mﬁosatblxo redio cqnt.aét and t?ie»'naed.to conserve artillery emmunition
rendered further artillery support impo;ssiiala. (64)

48 the 2:'. Baftal{on weo apﬁroéching Skyline Irive s radio mess&ge .
from division cancelled previous imstructions end ordered the 4234 anl 4224
Infentries to seize SCHONRERG, then to move west to &T, VITH. ¥ith this
in mind, &5 the 24 Battol ion pushed the enemf south the regimentsl comman-
der ordered the 3d Bsttslion, then 1nIOBKRL‘ASSHEm,- to move to the righd
_of the 24 Battelion and to aut the BLEIALF-SCHONBERGC roed. (63) “Taking.
the right fork west cut of -OBERLASCREID the 3d Battalion moved out, |
quickly oroseed Skyline Drive #nd pushed mcross IHRRN CREEK iato BRLGIUM,
As the bsttalion orossed RIDOE 528 its leading compeny was helted by
heavy smell eris vland 40mn entiairersft srtillery fire from the vicinity
of SCHONBERG. The batteslion commandsr c;iiokly moved B second company on
14ne and with the nubporﬁing ﬁfea of its heevy weapons company the hat-
talfon sttacked, s5till under heavy di rect fire from entieireraft gune,
and gradually moved forward until the lieft flenk company was sstride the
BLEIALI'-SCHONBERG road, FHere the battelion dug in B0O ya.r&s from the
outskix.-ts of SCHONBTRG. Since noon the battalion bed been out of redio
ocontect with regiment and messengers sent to the reasr falled to reach the
regimentsl comuAnd post., Tate in the afternoon, patrols sent to the
right to ga‘m gondsct with the 4224 Infen'try were unsuceessful. (68)

As the 3 Ba%taliog clsered oamuscsmn about 13C0't‘he ragimental.
cormend poat.uas astablished there. Tte lst Ba'a‘t;'lion, »ith the hend
ol ite column.in HALINFELD 2nd helted by the sotion of the 24 Batialien
near RADSCHEID, moved off the road. As the coﬁéring forees laft at the
original positions drifted in, a hasty defense was organizsd by tle rear
cm'm,;fnxc'uﬁocftb' regimgntai rear. I.earning that the enemy froing

the 24 Battelion was being rapidly reinforoced by eneny tréopa’ from the
] ' . )

(64) Personal Knowledge
- (68) A-9, p. 3 o
(68) a-6, 17 December; Personal Knowledge
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vieinity of W, tre regmental Oomnder at a out 1600 _ordered the
lat Battanon to attack toward tha atmthmst ond;;:;&"aa*'talion 's 1T
to assist that battelion end to eut off the flow of reinfcrccmenta from
.BL.:IALF. Moving rapidly, the lst Battal" on, less one compeny 88 Te8Y
guard, doployed along HILL 546 just south of OBERLASCEEID. Supported
by its heavy weapons compnny, the battelion leunched i%s attack at dusk,
gbout 1700, in what axnounted to e night attack over unfemilier territory,
down into DURRN OREFK IRAY aul up t‘ha lower slopas of the ridge extending
south from mmsm'agamst g8 nos heavily reinforced enemy. Againet
direct fire from Geman 88a, ons of which was taken, snd heavy eutomatic
-weapons md martar fire the battellon drove some 1200 yards, Disorgantiod.
nearly out of emmunition, and with about 70 casusltles, the batbslion
pulled back to HILL 546 by 2200. (67)

Shortly after darkness thas regimentel command post 7as nmoved juet
north of HILL 575 to a housa which hed originally besn the comzand poast
of the BUOEH Fiéld Artillery Battelion. The regimsntel exeoutlive officer
ra;nained in direct cammand of the 1sit and 24 Eﬁﬁaliona then still engaged.
The regimsn tsl cmnmander gant patrols out {0 leeets thc %4 Battslion and |
t5 contact the 4224 Infeatry, &nd a moter patrol north along Skyline
Drive .to contact any ezxe_my in thet diraction. The 34 Battalion wes con~
tscted and wire oan;;:unication esteblished; no contact could b made with _
the 4224 Inraﬁtry_; end the motor patrol aent_‘ to 'the north wase hgsﬁly shot | f:’;'
up in $he darknes‘z bty 82 enemy ro=dblock some EO00 ;%ards from the ‘-com‘s'ma |
post on Skyling Drive. (e8) Conthct ves aéain mede with diviaion"
shortly arter 2100, the first sinze eboud 1600, tarough considera'ble o
'mtafarcnce md the regimant wes infomod that "supplies ror you -and 4826, ;_:- L

to be dropped at bend of road one half mile south of ECBMBEBG ‘on 19

' _' pecgmbqr._ You will advise 43p24.% (69) About 182230 division was ;lnform

6'7) Personal Kbowledge :
'(88) -Parsona) Knowlsdge R
(59) 5—5. 18 Deoambgr , B
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attack néua tave to bs mado without artn‘le'ry suppery, Comssny IInd
haop deoi#teé, six of its oizghé officers killed o wounied, $he company
commender killed, Coupsuy ¥ commander was killed, Cosusliles continued
. %o osewsr fn wll wmits; veniclas fa IEREY VALLLY Fore deatroyas. (76}
With the sasuy ropldly closing iu fo the resmy, the vegimeut could
oﬁl: drive forwerd, Ail remsining vehlelos were orﬁeroﬁ deatroyed, The
vegimentel commsndor pushed tho ottnsk and &n spils of the interfercnce
frem eneny evéillury Tire, the 54 Budtellicn juspad off in good ordor at
1000, 7The betzalion 2ft quickly rou into bezyy girsor Tite Trom emuy
sntiairorefs mrtillcry asd was stoppeds 4a dmerican tenk omea up tle
roud frem SCHOARRG, Plred ob ths attaoking pletoous tnd then withérex,
Ab thiy time the left compery, sloug the BLITALF-SOHONBIRG road, da-
oure Purther ougoged widh sn cotinctsd Goursen rifle compmny aosving t"lzcm
tue south towards SCHOHINEG, Sounbersitusking to $aw soubh with part
of the aasuslt plstoons the cwupany cmaw drove tae sacsy bsdl Hutb
beqnma #ﬁpﬁr&tea s'waz the betétnlion, was a‘ttaoked s8gain and by 13%0 hud
baga captured. The baitalion ou.ﬁtinum to puzh forwsrd. PBoth reasinlag
rifle companive ¥aached the svulhorn cutukirsd of STUGEIRI a}ie;‘a s‘uey
were shbogped by i:utgaa dirast aitiaﬁ-ar 3 artillery fire. By 1500 the
mhta'lian cmmdor_ bésxn pulling the remssats Bagk up the zlops of HUILL |
804, (79) |
The ist Ent#ni&ﬂh &&dga-nttle tg the attsek from the beglanivg.
Beosuss the Mtéd&.i&n gomend s bud bdken ases of his atnst wttu hi-a
0 receive the rogloental érdar, valunble tizs wae lost whils 4he exeous
Yye officer leerast of the betbelien commendor’s wound, posumpd ecaviand,
" aod was ¥epidly given bhe sssentiuly of tﬁiu eibsak order. Troperly sobde

ing hiv otef'd forsurd for ssch ressnnglasulce knd cyordination ss was -

981 Porsonal Knowiedgs —
(79} Peroonsl Hnowledgs
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pousiﬁle, the new hettélion comxzender was able to lead the batialion
across the iiuc of dopurture only five minutes lqte. Alresdy léss one
rifle company lost at ORFRLASCHEID end the heavy weepons‘cémpany lost
along Skyline Drive thet viorning, another rirlewcompuny wes pulled out
of the bettalien en.it ﬁoved towsrd the line of depcriture to become the

reglmentel reer guerd. Tho lst Esttelian, iu reslity nox Company B

)

(B

znd pert of'Battalion Hﬁédquertsrs Cempeny, pushed through the hetvy
weols aloné the ecestern slope of FILL S04 under constent mertsr armd
ertilleory fire, fineily resching the resd runoing uorth from éCH&HEEEG..
Yere Ccmpany B remeined under céﬁsbcnt fire, until enexy tenks coverran
their positicn. By 1400 the 13t Battclion hed beeu eliminated.

The 2& Bettelion, on the regimentsal right, crossed the line of
departure ¢s ordered; bui ce its advance progresced it tecsnms sepereted
from the lst Psttelion by o deeyp, ruggad, wooded d?aw. Tneble te
centect the regimentsl comzender, the Lsttalién comrender dezided to
etteck SCFCMRE:S frem the northecst. As the lesiing clements mouvad
dovn ipto LINWE CREEK LRAY they cume under keevy smell erms fire from
the right. Contect hed finelly been mede nith: elemsnis of the 42z¢&
Infantry. %Fhile thisz error wes quickly corrected by eggressive action
on the psrt of skall unit lzeders, both units were temperarily 4icorgan-
ized. Ccordineting with the elexents of the 4224 precsnt, cne battaiion
plué miscellanecus elements unaer.com:snd of the regizentsl commenter,
 petrolcs vere sont cut to the morth end northesst., By mid aftarnb;n 1%
wat kunown that 1300 yerds to the northeast I0 enemy teaks were fcrming,
eoparently »ravzratory to attzeklng; thstbin the CUR VILLEY there waé
a otrong enery armorcd fores tu the freat; and thet'enemy artillery

eculd e seen going irto position west of the CUR RIVIE, {78)

(78) Personal Xnowledge
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In the meantinme the 42323 Infantry ¢cmaand post, now on EIIL 304
with the 3d Datialion, hed zlso made contact with the 4223 Infentry by

patrol: %ith ocs bazitelion eliminasted and one cut of i3 control, with

1

3

a_
11N

le
=

haayy énemy simered forces and ertillery foramirg, his reme elamonts
reked by srtiliery, morter end sutometic wespone, and with cesuslties
inersasing md unaidei, no food and ouly 5-10 rounde of ¥-1 mmrunition
per riflemén remsising, t‘r;e.regimontr.al comrender declied that "it was
épparen{: that furthor rosistrnes ®25 0 UG eie sz sacrifice of 1ife.”

Smsll groups were selected und semt oub in seversl directions to

ettuept Luliltration fhroughr to =7, VITH; few gacnpad, | {79} At -this-

time, with enamy wrmor neoving towsrd his northern flank the razimantal

cormandor of the 4823 Infsatry hed indepondenftly renched a similar

At 181620 L'ecu:me;r the ra::.c‘:ining glerents of the 4224 Infentry
were surrenisred. [(80)

7ithin ths ohort sjeriod of four days tha 4232 Infaniry had besn
engrged with the erer; ic e defsne, = counteratisck, 2 withdrawal, s
meeting engrgezent snd an etteck. Thile 1t 1s not koown how meny
Gerriung mere xille€ or zcounded during thls peried, lerse numters vitally
needed in the betila for the criticel 77, VITH rond certer were deflected
from . this main Germor objectlve anc‘: deloyed as tﬁe}' conteined the surround-

a? resziments at 2 time when the Germens cculd 111 afford to delsy.

AMALYSIS AN CTITICISM

1. "1’1'1"5‘ BATTLR TOSTTION

“The rJai‘Pn"i‘!e positiona ocruniné by the A2331 Infaniry had been
praviously forganized By nncther untt and vers %eken over without changs.

Few of tha companisa hnd suono>t platoons; nelthar of the front line

{79) A-9, p. 8
(80) Fersonal Knowledge
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battalions had a reserve compeny =ndéd the reglmentsl reserve was mocager
and composed. of troops not primerilysriflemen. &ith such sériously
reduced reserves and a rather wide frontage for‘u regiment less one
bettelion, the defense was cordon and, of course, completely lacked
deptli. In reality, the positions of the lot znd 34 Bettelions were not:
excaczivaly extendel with froatages of about 2000 yérds.eaqh. ¥6ll con-
structod »sillboxes, consealmant and well dug in posltions added "bo the
" patural defensive sirength of thelr ereas. The heuvy woods covering the
SCUNAE ZIFEL, howsver, had rsquircd maximum use of unite im front iine
poclitons, South mund wast of the 1lst Battallon mzb a £000 yard gap to
BLNILIF.  For anothser 3500 yurde, the lino was hsld by unlw neituer
trained nor equipped to hold & popition sgainst a desermined etback.
- Yot it zvz,lé thiz area through wlich the best reed not extered the regi-
mantoel sector., During the'winter onthe, ait_h accbmpanying aaverse
weat'™® r, the roed net csvumed increasing impért&m:-;; tut these approecles
wer: thie moot lightly lLeold. The Germens appurently wore Tamilisr with
the orgenizatlon of the'defense for they properly celectod ihe weakest
gactor for thair initiel penstration. | |

The cowbinetion of the weskest unit holding the lesst desiveble
defontive position, which controlled en im§o£tant venug of a;:pr@&ch,
could rave resulted only in success fcr' the enemy's attack. The leck
of ressrvee to eliminate such & wobsble ‘pezwtration ¢ould heve resulisd
only in & complete cnemy breakthrough.

2, COMWWUNICIYICNS .

Tarougaovt the perlod, comnunications were orrstic or non-existent,
Wire lines, tekem uvver intact Zuring tha relief, were in single cablss
end slisrnate lines hed mot besn installed. ilcavy aeny wurdiliory flre

-and later ensmy tenk movement in the rear sreas resulted in frequantly
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cut lines. neethCr cornditions, 3dve Tee terrain end enermy lamming made

:

fédio contact 1nfroguont amd unreliable. R’ndlc operavo*s no* rully

experienced in cowtpt commnnicationu nroblerms were ef tén unahle to

breax through interferemce thet might otherwice heve besn overccme. The |

radio silence imposed frem the time redfos hed beer iasued until an

eusrgeucy reguired thelr use =lloved no previous testing end resulted in

paTrLeps oneé third of the redios reing unazble to enter assiemed nots.

At & consequence, ertillery fire as well as that of other supnorting

werpuns wes often deleyed st r criticsl time. Cowmend control wos also

- interrupted. Troop B, 18%h Cavalry 3-lindron end Comnany B, 81st Pngi-

necra could have beon emploved nmore affectively an 16-17 Decenber 1f

.-radio eontact hsd been continuous. Ocntact with the 334 R ttalion on

N3 aftaradom of 12 Decamber might well have snesded concentration‘of
tha regiacut., Contuct with the 4254 Infantry during 18-.19 Decemher
aculd have made posslhle n coordinnted effort agﬂinat SCHNBRG, (ol
tzet zlth Soapsay A su 19 UDecamhar ~ould havs warned the regiment of
the pendins German attack éhat overran the 590th Flald Artillery. »Gare-
ful stuff cupsrvision of comiunicetions during periods of planning end
during la-tar periods ¢T gxecuticn woulé have cv.'yg‘f:bovme mott of thess
serisus omissioné.by gcouring thot alternete meﬁho&s cf cennunicetibq
ere sveileble end thet primery merns wers oparsative, R

3. SUPRLY ND RVACULTION

The supply shortnges effecting the regiment béfcra tha Gormen offen-

sive, were reletively ninor ot that time. Because of its recent arrival

in the linas, trench faobt wae not a'nroblez within the reximant in =nite
ot the'shortﬁga of ¢intsr combat clothinz. The eveilehle supply rate

for emrunition estadlinved by First srmy was sufficient for = cuiet

Bector, especially as emmunition wae bedly needed by troops attacking




alsawhare, It would he providpgt to au%hdriﬁn,troops in dertonzs in an
exponald position =4ith only woak'resefvaa to have on poaition ammunitién
over-=nd ehovs basie loads. It is to ﬁe ézpseted thet the snemy will
cgt supnly rauias 1T possidhla., Txpenditure misht st111 ve controllad
exzent in emergencies. The basié loeds certainly should hevs bsan
availedle to tha zun positions; the shelling of the Service Comveny

srea caused serious lossas of bedly needad mnmunition.A Retlons were
Inet drewn on 14 Decenber. Tuo retions of tre EorD type ?ers'requirad
ts be on head. Tittle conld kowe Lern done Yy the resimentcl commerder
oy his ?taff to rémedy his rubnequent shortege, Eimilarly the extreme-
1y eriticsl shorteys of icdiesl su%p]ias by 1¢ Tsearher could nht Ta

- ¢orrected. FEvacustion of wounded sixely %8s not pussitle. Those who
could not welk could only be left with medlcel personnel 2f aseh sid
otetion wea &isplrecd. If the planne? 2iy restpnly drors hed %esy eccome
nlished on eltber 13 o 10 Decemter the ultimete outcome woulé certeinly
heve bacn delsyed. Resaonedbly continuvous resupply would have mainteined
the.fightipg strength of the‘regimout gt o higher lavel. In spite of
tha difficuld woétheﬁ éné leter disbovereé heavy enemy anﬁiqir raft
defenres nesr SCUOMDIREG, it ceemm thet & caleulvted risk nirht well be
teken fo resupply'e eurrounded foree of 4o infnntry‘régimcnts and one
£ield ertillery bettslion,

‘&, COCRDIWATION

Insufficient sttention wes pald to thé codrdination of plens and-
act fons énmng écmaan&ers generslly. The initiel rtteck of Company B,
8lrt Tngineers npgainct the west shoulder of the enemy penetretion in
RIETALF s ﬁ%de vithaut coatrdination with the nrovisional batinlion
commandgf amd wms only vertinlly succosaful. In contraét, howaver,

coordinstion between the 590th Field Artillery and all elements of the
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regiment t;s superior in spite of commnications difficulties snd
resulted in each cess in the infantry teilng grautly assisteé.' st
unpoitant epd most neglocted wés the steff coordinstion necessery forv
the simuljsneous asseult of the tio Tregimenis on SGHUNBHAWG. L6 a reault
contact between the twc regiments was lost during the criticsl pericd of
the advance on SGEICNB&RC; end the finsl atback becase a seriec of pieée-
moul etvteoks by amall units rather than a coordinzted witack of two
regiments, The two regimental stzfis should have made every effori, to
inciude continucus personal liaison and 1o maintain t#a clossat pascitle
‘coordination.
5, SICURITY

Prior to the Cermen attack and during the followins days.seawrlty
%as @woll handled at all ecaslons. Tie actions of advunce »nd rear
guards wore aggressive and rapid., 7The ojzaratizsas of the cevirinz forces
left by tha lst and 34 Batsalions on the origlnsl positions vaere »roparly
exacuted. Twlcs, mors sggressive sscurity maasuraé migiht huva bLean
profitable., Few efforts were mesde to regaim coantact with Jompuny A
south of OBERLASCHSID early 19 Dec&ober, Waile it was net iatended
th&t.Company A femain in posit;on loager thsn #as meceszary to covar the
withdrewel, i{ scems logioel to essume itiast if notning had bees sesn cor
vheard fruﬁ Campﬁny A within a ressonable time thet something had haerned
and thet en effort should ba made to_reéstablish conbech. The lackx of
security eldments suffiéiently far to the faar the morning of 1% December
_exposed the regiment to surprise, direct fire and its roauiting cesuel-
tiss.‘ Lsck of sscurity om the left flwk of the vegiment con 17 Tecanber
elioved en enemy compuiy to launch en atteck agulnst tre lelt cgnpany of

the 34 Batielion eventuelly elininsting it.
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" supported by mobile reserves. If supporbting units must be used in other

6. NON-RIFLE UNITS IN DEFENSE I .

fatitenk Campan&,_oﬁe platoon of Cinnon Ccmpany and‘Trdop r, g‘
leth Ca&alry Squadton ¥ere on the main iina of reslsiance of thg 4E3¢ %
lnfaﬁtz'y as rifle unitsz, ezeh raszpounsibls for the éustaim“ dsfence of E

: _ ) i
en asslgned zone. It %as, of courege, this sectlon of tls Tromt salected%
Ty the Germens to meks their inil ?Jial penetrat!.on.. Thece non;r'ii‘le unitsig

\

trained in neceswary supporting roles, lLhey muy be uced sffectively aas |

leck the training =nd eguipmnent o maintain a sustained dafense. althou
o Guip 0 8 /

‘¢li, therelore, that

[SY

riflemen for ahort periods in emergenciess 1% is

an extended front might better ba defeuded by orgéniving sirong points

I

than tielr primery 1ols, they might well be used zu part of the reserve,

1

In this operstion, their part in & cordon Gafense &galnst an agpressive {{

ettack resulted ip such lesses thet theis furtuer use in their vasic >§

nissions was considersbly curtailad.

.  FAILURE 70 KEI7P GTLFT CFTFICERE INIVRMED

Upon being ordered {o the regimental comscnd post on 19 Decarber to

racelve the regimental atteck corder, the Betialion commender, lst Duttaliem,

fuiled %o tzke & member of his s¥sfT Witk him. The hesvy ertillesy fire
whieh wertally wounded hin wawu complétol}' unexpecied; therefora; iha
ba%ttalloa commnnder's lc;éa with the sstendant confusion end logy time
resulied In the 1lst Datitalion ercescing the line cof ‘c‘;opart\u'é AU EL oL
time but with its company conmeﬁders only pertiz2lly orlented with the
tercat information, units d.isdr:;;ni 6 ad conf'\med,coordrinat‘ibn with
sdjecent units hesty and Inconplete end control sketehy. Had a membel
T.the stedl seoompinied the nottelion cormsnder 1t 1s feit that the

new htattalion commamCer weuld thern reEve leceived the atteck order in

sufficient time to fommulate his plan, fssue his crder, verify coatiscl

vme&sure‘)a, and properly supsrvise the sctivities of his companies.
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i. 8. In defense of en ex tcndea front crtmg A t\#e
“exercised in the selcction of positions and of .um}ofen_ﬁ [tYosa
o BROVE S
| A @ =)
b.} L\rer}' offort mus b':?madaﬁ to h’fﬁ“"éﬂ‘ ahld |2 efi‘fﬁsf‘fym
reserve, e&.peciall,\, wnan 'c’ne 08 tlon ca'uf"f”{e bs;)Vore t'wgl\ }

» poéitions.’

‘ defenaiva fires. ’V /J
; 7 B Se OOnat#l_: e /fnd aﬁ?aca’f suservlrifq of corﬂm\i]; is

XN
1‘8‘1‘.11 ed at all times under alf?ghé%iona. }""‘"‘“Ma

ﬁ ' 3. Oi m’x@ntiﬁae&;u;)pl/ a%%:;ﬂ:s i v st f-%:supply
% }{}:qu:awg;y modiftey T spejifl contzt situgt tons.
b

4. Coordineticn between &dJacent it.: m c "tirmo'
L—‘-"’Q/x/\_sa
A& 5. Security slements sust be ferencu }‘1 frex o b Ay t¢ ®a2rn

it of snemy eclivity in sufficlent tine for counternessures to he teken,
2 €. Units trainzd in eupperting roles sheulé not be vred as rifle
uniis except in emergencies snd then only I’or limited peric,..
4 7o Commanders must essure themselves that in the svent they becone
casualties their curreut informt ion, plans erd orlers erc fzmedintely

availeble to their successors.




